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fo Parliament Aſembled: 

; THE 


"| Anthor in humbleſt Submiflion 

3 Dedicates his: Sentiments 
"| concermng the Aa ation 
T _ of the Coyns of Z N G- 
- L'A N D; and the 'preſer- 
|  ving and ——_ the =_— 


Tudia Trade. 


— PREP. 4 
of + the Gonſequences. which have happened to- 
” this and other Nations, by Enhancing their 
- Coins aboye.,their Intrinfick Value,-and by: 
ng chem with mature! of other baſer 
Mettals, 
CHAP. IL 
How we acquire the Treaſure which we now 
; Poſſeſs and of:therEftects upon our. Fiſheries 
and Foreagn Trades, by.” raiſing the Stam 
dards of our Coins, or under valuing of them. 
by mixing them'with baſer Metcals. | 
CHAP. 1. 
Of che preſent -State of os N w—_— mn reference 
'to the: Coms. 
CHAP. IV. 
When the Calamuttes hegan, and. how, and by 
whom 1t hath been carried on.. 
CHIF. 3X. 
The Penalties which theſe Men have incurred by 
- Laws. which ſtill ſtand in. force. 
CHAS Th. 
Hoy the Cos of: Eng/and” waty. be: plas 
CHAT,  WUik _ ; 
Who ought to defray the Charges which the N a= ; 
- tion ſuffers by the Regulating of the Corns. 
CHAP. WAL 
How the Eift-India Trade may be preſerved and 
Encreaſed. | 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the Conſequences which have happened ta this, aud 
other Nations, by — ther Coins above their. 


Intrinfick, Value, and by debaſmng them with mix- 
ture of other Baſer Mettals. 


HE King at the Opening of the Parliament 
recommends to them a threefold Confide- 
ration ; Firſt, a ſupply for carrying on the: 
War againſt Frarice; Secondly, That the. 
; Coyn of. England may be Regulated ; and 
rdly, That the Ball-ndia Trade. may be. preſerved: 
he ſecond: be not done, it. will be difficult if not im-- 
Jible to raiſe a Supply to earry on the. War againſt; 
ce. Bur becauſe Mea who begin diſputing, ever. 
icced and end. in Contention and.Wrapgling ;. we will 


_— 


premiſe ſome Principles, from which we may enforce 
cur inferences or conciuſions;. and heraing 1 fay, - - 
1. That though God made all things for the uſe of 
Man, yet few things are uſeful ro Man, but as they are 
prepared and madeto by Human Art and Induſtry, God 
never without Man made an. Houfe, Ship, Cloth, &c: 
2. No Art or- Science 1s innate 4nh-man, ©r comes to _ 
paſs by Fate or Inſpiration and Chance; yet may bez: 
learned or taught. - - | 
. No Man can prepare or make any thing uſefull for 
Man by himſelf.'alonc, but as he is aſſiſted by other 
Men; as a Weaver in Woollen Manufa@tures, &c. he 
muſt have his Wool fronr others ; theſe others by them- 
ſelves alone cannor clip or ſhear their Sheep, and thoſe 
who ſhear the ſheep, muſt have ahcir ſheeres made_by 0- 
thers; 'and theſe orhers maſt have their Iron Amvils, 
Forges, Tc. prepared by other Men ; © after * the ſheep 
are thorn, the Combers of the Wool cannot make them» 
ſelves. Combs. and other things proper for. it,--aer the 
Weaver his Lombs by himſelf alone, &c. and in the 
mean time it muſt be other men which help him' to an 
Habitation, Food and Rayment, fo as to be uſefull to 
him. Ry | SSP Þ = fx3..3 A 
4+ No Manlives out of Society, wiz. out of mutual 
Converſation with other. Men. Ge ol ny 
- 5. AN men live in mutual Commeree; or exchang- 
ing things which on= man wants, . for other things which | 
another wants or values, or all men are Traders. 0 
6. Things in Trade are of difterent. yalue and quans” | 
rity, and therefore muſt be difttribured- m Trade” = 
Number, Quantity, Value, Weight 'and Propprtj 
fo as to ſupply the neceſfities, *and adorn the canvi 
ence of Human Life. - REED 
- 7. In-this diſtribution it is neceflary ſome cer 
ſtandard ſhould be rhe common meaſure by which thi. 
convenient or neceſſary for Man's uſe may be valued: 
alſo the labours of Men; for though in foreign Ty. 
or Commerce, oft-times Merchants exchange Com#! 1 
ditics for -ather Commodities ; yet in D ck Tre? 


4. 
--- 


chis weltfd be utterly iipradticable withour fome cam= 
mon mieafure by which Commodities may be'valued; as 
a Buarcher hath nothing ir may be; to exchange with a 
Grafier, that the Grafier ſtands in need of for the Catrle 
he fells ro the Butcher, &c: ſo people who' po to Mar- 
kethave no Commodities which another flands 'in need 
of roſupply themfelves ; fo when men Trayzit they ean- 
not be affured thofe Commadities which they haye wilt 
be exchanged for this, their Dyet and Lodging, &c. atid 
fo it is in Buying and Selling of Lands, and to of Rents. 
©-8:;” The common Meafure or Standard by which alf 
Commuodiries are valued in Trade or 'Commerce, are 
Coyns made of Gold and Silver according to theirquan- 
tity and purity, v/z. without or lefs mixrare” of other 
Metals. © Ces > ; 

9. In England the Standard of Silver Coym is 45- 
Io d. the Ounce or. Crown picce ; allowing, two pence 
if every Ounee, for Altay to. harden the Silver, fo as- 
tor 'ro be lefs ſubject to. wafting into'kefs Weight and. 
Quantity by it ſoftnefs; each of theſe Crowns contains 
five ſhillings in value, and cach ſhilling rwo Teftans, and 
three:Groats, four, three Pence, eight half Groats. and, 
rwelve Pence, and four Crowns contain one pound Stex- 


: King James the Firſt raifed a pound' Sterling in Gold: 
ro one pound Sterling and two ſhillings, and after, it, is; 
ſaid, King Charles FF. taifed the yalue of the Gold. ts one 
pound three ſhiflings and four pence, .and coyned the 
Gold now called Guineas to be of the yalue of x pound 
ecting, whieh-is fs. in value three ſhillings four pence,. 

n ir was before” his. Grand-father Fames raiſed it ; and 
s. F rake the ſtandard of our Coyns, at this. day, ex- 
r two pence in the Crown, which: King. Char/es the: 
allowed in the Crown Silver aboye the Allay, bur: 
ore we -procced to ſhe. the neceſſary Conſequences: 
 abaſing or - over-valuing our- Coins, T conceive. it: 
t be fit to ſhew whar haye been the conſequegices,.. 
h here and ig other parts of the World, by debafing. 
| over-yaluing Coins,” and hercinT wilt take” Sir _ 
ky | Fa 
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Zert Cotton to be my Guide, and upon this: Occaſion; 
. King Charles the firſt the next day after his. Fathers 
. death, at the inſtigation of. a Favourite, . reſolved - to 


> make War upon Fh://ip the IV. King of Spain, without 


demanding 1atisfation for any wrong done by the King 


\, of Spain, or proclaiming War againſt him; . and to that 


purpoſe ſer out a Fleet of Men of War, and ſent a Land - - 
Army to Sack and Burn Cadiz ; but this was ſo impro+;- 
vidently managed, that the Fleet and Army returned diſ- 

honourably, and the Expence of the Voyage was fo. great, 
that the King thereby contracted-a yaſt Debt ;, and. to 
extricate himſelf. out of- ir, the King propounded in 
Council the raiſing the Standard. of the Coin of Zg- 
land ; but before the Council would come to any Reſo- 
lution therein, they demanded Sir Robert Corton's Opi- 
nion upon it, who faid, 4 


| I Cannot ( my good Lords ) bur afſuredly affirm, that 


the intended project of Enhauncing the ; Coin, . will 
trench both upon the Honour, the Juſtice and Profit of 
my Royal Maſter very far. : E: 
All Eſtates do ſtand magis fama, quam vi, and. the. 
Wealth in eyery Kingdom is one of the Eſſential Marks, 
of its Greatneſs, and that 1s beſt expreſt in the 'mea-: 
ſure and purity of Monies : Hence it was, . that ſo long. 
as the Roman Empire (a Pattern of the beſt Goyernmeat) . 
held up their Glory and Greatneſs, they ever maintain-. 


ed, with little or no charge, the Standard of their Cozx.. 
- Bur after the looſe Times of Commedas had led-in; need;s 


and exceſs, and- ſo that ſhift of changing: the Standard ” 
the Majeſty of the Empire fell by Degrees, and as 7 
piſtus' ys; the ſteps*by which -that- Stare deſcend 
were viſible moſt by the gradual - alteration. of th 
Coin, and there is no ſurer Conſumption in State th 


© the Corruption in Money. 


” What Renown is left to Poſterity by. Edward FE 


_ Firſt, in amending the Standards both. in Purity* a 


Weight from that of Elder and more barbarous times,my 
ſtick as a Blemiſh upon Princes that do the contrary. 


7 
” "OI IS a REEL nd. a AE "hs © 
o's- - {5 - ” = "IEP RE bh * 
« 3 5 Y £ - * 
F. ; * ' ” He © FE & 
. . oe »- oy 
- _- 


"07 RS Of 1995 $04ft> © fo non tip Tat Fees 
"Thus we ſee it was with Zexry the 6/4. who after he 


ad begun, wich abating 


-abating. the Matter, .a 


SS pet - K% oy 


> 
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.the Meaſure, he after fell to 
| he granted Commiſſions, to Miſſer- 
4en, and. others,. to. practice, A/chemy tor: ſerye his Mint; 


The extremity -of the State in. general felr this a Grie- 


.Yance, beſides the Diſhonour it. laid upon the Perſon of 
the. King, was not the leaſt Advantage his difloyal Kink 
.man. took to.ingraciate himſelf. into the Peoples favour to 
his Sovereign's ruin. - | 
When #evry the 87h. had gained much of Power and 
Glory abroad, of Love and Obedience at home, as ever 
any, he ſuffered ſhipwrack of all upon this Rock. 
When his Daughter - Queen Eliza/e:h came to the 
Crown, ſhe was happy in Council to amend that: Er- 
ror: of -her:Father ; 'for in a Memorial of the Lord 'Trea- 
furer Burleigh's hand, I find that he and Sir Thomas 
Smith, ( a grave and learned Man )- adviſing the Queen 
that - it was the Honour of her Crown, and _.the true 
Wealth of her Self. and People, to reduce the Standard 
to the ancient - Parity and Purity of cher Great Grand- 
Father Kings Edward the 4th. and that it was not the 
ſhort ends of Wir, nor ſtarting Holes of Deyiſes that 
can ſuſtain the Expence of a Monarchy, but ſound and 


Tollid Courſes, for -ſo are the Words. She followed 


their Advice, and began to reduce the Moneys to their 
elder Goodneſs, tiling that Work in her firſt Procla- 
mation, An. 34. A famous At, The next Year follows 
ing having perfeRed it, as it after ſtood, ſhe tells her 
People by another Edict, Zhat She had conquered now that 
Monſter that had ſo long devoured them, meaning the va- 
riation of the Standard, and ſo long as that ſad adviſer 


| lived, ſhe never ( though often by Projectors importu- 


ned )) could. be drawn to any ſhift or change in the Rate 
of her Monies. 

"To avoid the Trick of Permutaticn, Coin was deviſed, 
42S a Rate and Meaſure of Merchandize and- Manuta- 
Gtures, which, if mutable, no Man can tell cither-what 
he hath, 'or what he oweth-; no. Contract can; be cer- 
tain, and ſo all Commerce, both Publick- and Private, 
+ NE B | deltroyed, 


Jen. $. — 


Juſtices 


deſtroyed, and Men 


things not ſubje& to Wit or Frand. 
Th 


e Repulating of Coin hath been left ro rhe care of 


Pririces, who are prefumed to be ever the Fathers. of the 
Common Wealth ; upon their Honours. they are Debt- 

ors and Warranties of Juſtice to' the Subje in that be- 

Buiin. half, They cannor, faith Bodr, alter: the Price of the 
Moneys, to the prejudice of the Subjects, without in- 
cutring the reproach of Fanx Monnoyeurs, and therefore 

- the Stories term Phillip /e Bell for _— it; Falfficateur 
de Moneta, omnino Monet integritas deter queri ubi vuls 

Thcedoret tus noſter Imprimitur, faith Theodoret the Gothe to his 
TOY Mint-Mafter, Quidram erit tutam ft in noftra peccetur Ffs. 
© flogie? Princes muſt not ſuffer their faces to warran 

A Ffalſhood. 

xd Although T am nor of Opinion with Mziros des Fuſtices, 
7:fics. the ancient Book of our Common: Law, 'that Le Roy ne 
poit ji Mony Empeirer ne amender ſans Paſſent ce touts ſes 
Comms, which: was the greateſt Councel of the King» 

dom ; yer can I not paſs over the goodneſs and Grace 

£4. 33. Of Money of our King's ;. ( as Edward the. 1f. and 37. 
441.4 & 5. Fenty 4th. and the 5h. with others, who, our of that 
Rule of this Juſtice, 20d ad omnes ſpeftar, ab omnibus 
deber approbari, have often adviſed with the people in 
Parliament, both for the Allay, Weighr, Number of 
peices, cut of Coynage and Exchange ; ) and muſt with 
mfinite comfort acknowledge, the care and Juſtice now 
of my good Maſter, and your Lord{hips Wifdoms; that: 
would. not upon information of ſome few Officers. of the. 
Mint, before a free and careful debate, pur in Executi-- 
on this Project, that I much (under your Honours Fa- 


vour ) faſpet, would have taken away the Tenth part / 


of every Man's, due debt or Rent already reſeryed. 


throughout the Realm, not ſparing the King; which © 


would have been little leſs then a Specics of thac which 
the Roman Stories: call Tabulz nova, from whence "=y 


often {editions have ſprung > As that of Marcus Gratidi= + 
anus in Livie, who pretending in his Conſulſhip, that the 


eurrant Money was waſted by uſe, called it in, and al- 


__ enforced to Permutation, with 


\ 


*%, 
#7. ky 
* 


| revel the Standard; which 


gow ſo heavy and grievous 
ro the” Peopke, - as the Auther faich, becauſe no man 
thereby knew certainly his Wealth, that it cauſed a Tu- 


mule. _. | 


In this laſt part, which is the diſprofit this enfeebling 2?r2/- 


the Coin wHl bring both to his Majeſty and the com- 
mon. Wealth ; 1 muſt diſtinguiſh the Moneys of Gold 
and Silyer, as they arc Bullion er Commodities, and 
as they are meaſure ; the one the extrinſick quality 
which is at the King's pleaſure, as all other meaſures to 


- name; the other the imrinfick quantiry of pure Metall 


which is in the Merchant to value, as there the mea- 


» 


fare ſhall be either leſſen'dor infarged, ſo is the quantity 


of the Comodity that is to be exchanged ; if then = 


King ſhall cut tis ſhilling or pound nominal leſs then it 
wake. a leſs proportion of fuch Cemodity as ſhall 
be exchanged for it muſt be received. It muft then of 
force follow, that all things of neceſfity, as Vitual 
Apparel and the reft, as well as thoſe of Pleafuxe, muſt 
be -intratnced. If then all men {hall receive in their 
ſhillings and pounds a leſs .proportion-of Silver and Gold 
then they did before this projedted Alteration, and pay 
for what they buy at arate inhaunced, it muſt caſt upon 
all a double loſs. = 
_ "What the King will ſuffer by it at the Reecipts of his 
Lands, is demonſtrated -enough'by the Akerations ftnce 
the 18h. of Edward IH. when at the Revencue of rhe 
Crown-came into the Receipt, Pondere & Numers, after 
five Groats tn the'Qunce, 'whichinee that time, by the 
feveral changes of the. Standard is come to 5 ſhillings, 
whereby the King hath loft two third parts of his Re- 
Venue. | 

In his Cuſtoms, the beſt of rate being regulated 'by 
pounds an1 ſhillings, his Majeſty muſt looſe alike, and 
ſp -in all and whatſoever monies -that after this he ſhall 
recetve | 


| The profit. by this change in .Coinage, cannot be , 
much nor manent. In the other the loſs laſting, and fo! 


large, that it reacheth to little leſs then yearly to a ſixth 
B 2 part 


%. Fe. 
by 
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part of his whole Revenue; for. hereby-in eyery;'ponnd: 
tale of Gold there is nine Ounces, one penny Weight, 


>. and ninteen Grains loſs, which is 25 /. in account, and. 


inthe 100 /. tale of Silver 59. Ounces, which is 14/7. 175. 
more. 

And as his. Majeſty ſhall undergo all-theſe loſſes here- 
after in_all his receipts ; ſo ſhall he no leſs in many. of 
his disburſements. The wages of his Soldiers muſt be 
/rateably advanced. as. the money is decreaſed. This 
\ Edward the 3d. ( as appeareth by the account: of the 
| aorend Exchequer ) as. all the Kings after, . were. 
enforced to do, as oft as they leſſened the Standard of ' 
their. Moneys,. the prizes of what ſhall 'be bought for 
his Majeſty's ſervice, muſt in like proportion be en- 
haunced. on. him ; and as. his Majeſty hath the great- 
eſt Receipts and Iſſues, fo muſt he of neceſlity taſte 
the. utmoſt of Loſs' by this.Devyicc. © 

It: will diſcourage a. great proportion- of the Trade in; 
Evgland, and fo impair his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, for that 
part (being nor the-leaſt ) thar payeth upon Truſt and 
Credit will. be overthrown, for all, Men being doubtful 
of Diminution hereby of their perſonal Eſtates,, will 
call in their Moneys alrcady out, and no man will ,part 
with that as is by him, upon ſuch apparear loſs as this 
muſt bring. . What danger may befall the Stare by ſuch: 
a ſuddaia ſtand of. Trade, I cannot gueſs. 

The moneys of Gold and Silver formerly in coin, and 
abroad, being richer than theſe intended will be made, 
for. the moſt part hereby Bullion and ſo Tranſported, 
which I conceive, to be none of the. leaſt Inducements 
that hath drawn ſo many Goldſmiths to ſign this Pro- 
ject, that they may be thereby Factors for the Strans 
gers, who by. the Loans of Minting ( being but 2 s. fil- 
ver the pound weight, and 4s. for gold. ; whereas with 
ys, the one is-45..and the other 5s.) may take thar pros» 
fit beyond ſea they cannot here, and 1ſo his Majeſty's. 
Mint unſet to. work. | i Tr. 


. 
wn P 
And: : 


\ ( -And' a$ his Majeſty: ſhall loſe: appatently/ in'rhe al- 
teration- of 'Moneys, a'14-in all the Silver; 'anda' 25 in 
all the Gold he after ſhall. receive; ſo! ſhall the Nobi-: 
lity and. Gentry, and all others in all their former ſet- 
led Rents, Annuities, Penſions and. Loans of Money ; 
the like will fail upon.the Labourers and Workmen.in 
their Statute Wages;: and as their Receipts are leſſened 
thereby, ſo are their Iſlues-increaſed, cither by improv- 
ing all Prizes, or disfurniſhing the Market, which muſt 
neceflarily follow, for if in 5 Ed. 6. 3 Marie, and 4 
Elizabeth it appeareth by the Proclamations, that a Ru- 
mour only of an. Alteration cauſed theſe Effects, puniſh- 
ing-the Author of ſuch Reports: with Imprifonment and 
Pillory ; it cannot be doubted bur the proje&ting a 
Change muſt be of far more conſequence ' to the State, 
and would be wiſhed that the Afters and Authors: of 
ſuch Diſturbances in the Common-wealth, -at. all 'times 
hereafter might undergo:\a Puniſhment proportionable. . ; 
..-It cannot be held ( I preſume ) an advice of beſt Jidg- 
ment that -layeth the Loſs. upan. our ſelves, and the 
Gain upon. our Enemies : For who in this is like to-be the 
greater Thriver? Is is not uſual, that the-Stranger that 
tranſporteth our Monies for Bullion, ' our - own: Gold+ 
{miths: that are. their. Brokers, and the foreign Hedg: 
minters of the Netherlands ( which: terms. them well:) 
have a freſh and full Trade by this Abatement ? And 


we cannot do the Spari/h King ( our greateſt Enemy :) 7 wiſh Sir 


ſo great a fayour as by this, who. being the. Lord of 


this Commodity by his We/t-Indies, we ſhall fo ad- 4: 


vance them to our impoveryhhing : For it is not in the 
power of any State to raiſe the price of their own, but 
the Value that the neighbouring Prince's. acceptance ets. 
upon them. 

Experience hath taught us, that the enfeebling of 
'Coin is but a ſhift for a while, as Drink to one in a: 
Dropſy to make: him ſwell che. more ; But: the: State: 
- was never. throughly cured, as we ſaw by Henry the 
8th's time, and the. late Queen's, until the. Coin was: 
' made. up again. | 

- B. 3; E 


(70) 
T catmot but then conclude, ( my honvurable Lords ) 
'Thar if the proportion of Gold and Silver to each other 
be wronght to that parity by the deviſe of Artiſts, that 
neither may þe too rich for the other, that the Mintage 
may be reduced to ſome proportion of acighbour parts, 
and that the Iſſue of our Native Commodities may be 
brought, to ever-burthen the Entrance of the Fercign, 
we need not ſeck any way of ſhift, but ſhall again fee 
our Trade to flouriſh, the Mint ( as the: pulſe of the 
Common-Wealth ) again to beat, and our Materials, by 
faduftry, to be a Mine of Gold and Silver to us, and the - 
Honour, Juſtice and profit of his Majeſty (which we all _ 
with and work for ) ſupported. OUISIEED, + 7 ODA a 


Thus far I have taken thar honourable Gentleman 
Sir Robert Cotton to be my guide ; yet he might have 
added, That the King by Enhauncing the price of Mo- 
neys above the imtrinfick Value of them , as ſuppoſe 
z, thereby as he owes x00000/. more or lets, and there- 
by to pay bur 800007. hereby the King and che whote 
Nation become Bankrupts, with this manifeft Dxfadvan- 
rage to the King and Nation, that as. thereby other 
Bankruprts by Compounding their Debrs become dif 
charged on the whole, ſo the King, the Nobility, Gon= 
try and others loſe for 'the time to come $ 'of the Reve- 
nues of their Lands, and the reft of the Nation in their 
Trades, and this not for -once, but ſo long as this En- 
hauncement continues, - | -þ 


pogo... , 4 


—_— 


"MF . 


Hyws we acquire the Treaſure which we now polſeſs, 
and of the Effetts upon our Fifheries aud Foreegn 
Trades, by ratfmg the Standards of our Comms, 


or Under-valumng of them, by 0uXMg them with 
baſer Metals. 


UT Sir Robert ins his Diſcourſe takes no notice 
how we acquired the 'Treaſure of the Nation 
which we poſſeſs, for Mines of Gokd and Silver we haye 
. None, nor how it may be repaired by the wearing of it, 
or renewed for our Expence in foreign Trade; nor how 
the ſafery of the Nation will be endangered againſt fo- 
reign Powers, by enhauncing the value of our Coins 
above. their intrinſick yalue. | 
. T fay, we haye no Treaſure in - Eng/and but what we 
acquire by Foreign Trade, fo that as we ſhall encreaſe: 
or diminiſh our - Foreign beneficial 'Trades, fo will our 
Treaſure be encreaſed or diminiſhed, and-the Nation: 
more or leſs ſtrengthned againſt Foreign Powers ; and 
that Britain is an Ifland, and Ezg/and the greater and far 
better part of it, and abeunds with more- natural prin- 
ciples for imployment of People and enereaſe of Fo- 
reign Trade, than any other Coumry in the World, and 
hath more and nobler Harbours for Shipping and Navi- 
gation in 'Trade; thea any other Country of like ex-- 
. teat, except read ;- and alſo enriched with a ſhore, 
. which abounds with manifold variety of Fiſh,w 7 Ur 
' Foreign Trades may be cncreaſed as well by the Fiſheries: 
withouc the Land, as by its natural principles for Trade: 
within ; ſo that ir is our own folly, if we make nor our: 
beſt Advantage of thoſe things which God hath endow- 
ed this Natjon. with, abevc all others. "Nx 
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In our Fiſheries and the Foreign Trades which 'de- 
end upon. them, the. Fiſh coſt no more then the charge 
of Curing and Catching them; fo that that Nation 
which can catch them cheaper and cure them better, 
are ſure of Forcign "Trade with them againſt all other 
Nations, who catch them dearer and cure them worle ; 
if there were no other reaſon therefore then that we 
raiſe the ſtandard of our Coins above rhe intrinſick va-- 
lue, -and other Nations do not, from this only. cauſe 
Foreign Nations may catch the Fiſh upon our Coaft 
cheaper then-the Eng/i/h can, and by conſequence ſell 
them cheaper in.Foreign Trade, and thereby excludethe 
Engliſh out of it. So that if Trade be a principle to 
Navigation, -and therefore no Navigation can longer 
ſabſiſt then as it ſhall be ſupported: by Trade, and if Na- 
vigation be a principle ro ſupport and mann the King's 
Navy Royal, as it is, whereby the King may maintain the 
Sovereignty of. the Britiſh Seas, whereby the Nation 
may be. ſecured from Foreign Invaſion ; then by neceſ(- 
_ ary. conſequences, -if we looſe the benefit of our Fiſhe- 
ries in catching the Fiſh and yending them in Foreign: 
Trade, we looſe the Navigation that depends thereon, 
and the King the manning of his Men-of War to ſecure 
the Nation againſt Foreign Invaſions,. and thereby :the 
ſafety of. it becomes indangered. - * riterT 
| For my part I have often been aſtoniſhed to' conſider, 
thar ſince the Fiſheries upon the Coaſts of Eng/and and 
Scotland, and the Forcign Trades . which: depend : there- 
on, above-}all. other Trades encreafes Navigation. and 
Mariners, and theſe have been uſurped: by another Nati- 
en for-aboye theſe go years, I mean fince- the death of Qu: 
Elizabeth, that it has never been the Debate of any one: 
Parliament, except the Rymp, from: what Cauſes this Cala-! 
mity hath been brought on us, or how we might vindicate” 
the; Honour and Right of the Erg/i/h Nation therein, or re-! 
cover the-benefit, which another Nation enjoys, as much: 
to their Enriching and Encreaſe of their Naval Powers; 
as to our impoveriſhment, and 'enfeebling this Nation, ' 
and thereby endangering the. ſafety. of -it againſt | Fo=: 
8. reign 


- Foreign Powers, and if we Enhaunce the Value of our 
-Coin, or underyalue them by Adulrerating of them with 
baſer Mertals ; the Advantages which the French will 
have over the Eng/ifh in our Newfoundland Fiſheries, will 
be the ſame as thoſe upon the Coaſts of Erg/and and 
Scotland, and ſo it will be of our other Fifheries to Greer- 
land, Tſeland and Weſtmony. | | 
The Dutch and Hamburgers, &c. trade with us freely, 
for our domeſtick Commodities and Manufactures ; if 
therefore the intrinſick Value of our Coins ſhall be rat- 
ſed, or debaſed below their Intrinſick Value, by this 
only Reaſon they may vend our Commodities cheaper 
in all foreign parts of the World, as to Myſcovy, Norway, 
and in all the Kingdoms and Countries within the Sound, 
and to Spain, Italy, Turkey, the Eaft and Weſt Indies, 
cheaper than the Engliſh can, and by conſequence im- 
ploy their own Shipping and Marriners in Navigation 
excluſive to the Engliſh, and hereby we ſhall lofe the 
Navigation of our Land Commodities, as well as the 
Navigation which depends upon the Fiſheries on our 
Seas, and the Foreign vent of them, and then it will be 
impoſſible for the King to Mann his Navy Royal, for 
the defence of the Nation againſt a foreign Lnvatibn 
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CHAP: By = 


: Of the Preſent State of the Nation. in referehce to 
the Con. 


T preſent the ſilyer Coins of the Nation are clipt 

and aduſterated, yet to no certain Underyalue, 

and the Gold raiſed to + aboye the Standard, yer here- 
in- we are as looſe ahd uncertain as_in the clipt and de» 
baſed ſilver Coins ; for thoſe men which have raiſed the 
Guinea Gold from one Pound ſterling, to one Fug 
__ C one 
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ens; two, three;five, ſix ſhillings; afd ſo to one pound tert: 
ſhillings, may raiſe the Guinea to one pound. fifteen ſhil- 
lings, or two pounds, as they pleaſe. | 
When Princes or States. over-value: their Coins, or 
undervalue: them by Adulterating them, men are at 
a certainty, what to truſt to, though. to the neceſſary: 
loſs of Landed and monied Men, and. to the loſs of the 
Nation in. our foreign "Trades, from which we deriye- 
the. Treaſure we now poſleſs, and can expect no other 
Means to repair the loſs of the waſting of it by conti-- 
nuance, or the foreign Expence in many neceſlary 
Trades ;. or the King's forcign expence in. his Embaſlys, 
and other things as carry on his Wars, &c. much leſs af 
encreaſing. our Treaſure, and herein the Nation is at a 
certainty, of performing their Contrads, and in tender 
Monies for-performance of them, and.men arc at a cer- 
tainty: to: know. what they are wort]. | | 
Bur as:the Caſe ſtands/ now with us, neither Landed 
nor monied Men know wharto truſt to ; the Landed men 
know not tomorrow what totruſt to for their Rents, nor - 
the monied Men of what value their Monies will be ;. the 
Merchant-knows not what the Commodities, . which he 
buys to day for foreign. Trade, will be worth. co mor- 
tow, and 1ſo- can ſet no. certain Price upon them in fe r-- 
reign Markets; and in this confuſion the Merchanr 
knows-not at what price to purchaſe Bullion fo; but-that 
upon the Import of it he may be a loſer by it. No 
man is at any certainty how to-perform Iris Contracts, F 
er to:make any Tender of Monies for pecformance of /Þ| + 
them ;, the King is at loſs how to maintain his foreign : 
Embaſſies, or to- take-any meaſures how to- maintain - 
his Armies by Land, or his. Fleet by Sea; nor does any /- : 
man know to day what he ſhall be worth to morrow ;- 
and-ifthe Enhauncing- the Standard of monies,.or:deba- 
ſing them below. their intrinſick value, where: there is ' 
' a.certainty will be a. cauſe of the loſs of our Fiſheries, © 
1 and the. Foreign vent of them, and alſo of the Navigarti- 
| on..in the Foreign vent of our Domeſtick Commodities, 
1 then. neceſlarily this uncertainty ang confuſion. of the ya-. 
{> = 


Te of-our Coins will be more a cauſe of the loſs of them: 
To theſe is'added, that the Silver Bullion is raiſed above 
Twelve Pence in the Ounce, and Gold bought at above: 
25 'per cent. above the Standard of our Gold from a- 
broad,as the worthy Merchant P. D. in his Letter from 
an Eng/iſh Merchant at Amſterdam to ann Engliſh Mer- 
chant at London alerts. 


CONSEQUENCES. 


- From whence he truly inferrs, That the Gold which 
is bought at 5/7. or 5/. 6 5. which in intrinſick value is 
bur 4 /. the Nation upon theſe terms have contracted a 
foreign debt of aboye + part more then the value of the 
Gold received, which muſt be repayed ; and upon the 
repayment, no more beſides the Intercſt will be allowed 
bur after the rate of 4 /. which was bought at 5 /. or 5 /. 
65. and that by reaſon of our clipt Silver and advancing 
of Gold, all our Natiye Commodities are fold- cheaper 
in Spin, [raly, Germany and Flanders, &&. then .they 
uſe to be; and that in ZZo//and they can buy more, and 
Cloath themſelves cheaper with our Cloath then we can 
do. But-above all and which is worſt of all; the.Duzcb 
can ſend them cheaper ro the Ea/?-Indies, Turkey, Traly; 
Sparn, and all the World over, then we can do, and that 
the Dutch hereby can aftord to make their returns chea- 
' per. either from /»4ia or Zurkey, and work up their Silk 
iato Manufactures, 'and ſend them our again to any part 
of the World, cheaper by almoſt 25 per. cext. then the 
Engliſh can. | © hog 
- He further ſays, rhat they write to him from 7re/and, 
that whereas in Eng/and heretofore, 1co /. uſed to _ be 
worth r1o/. to 115 /. in /re/:nd; they now give but 80/7. 
to 83/. in /reland for 1007. in England, the. /rifh ſent 

* their Guineas, and tho' they raiſed them upon themſelves 
from'2 3 5. to 26 5. which they needed not have done,they 
- myſt and will have their Gold again, and they areggoing 
' back. The E»#/i/h ſend them Guineas at.zos.which they 
' took at, 265. is no better then ro lofe 24 per cent. by 

et, | 2 Ex- 


Exchange: All our. E-g/i/þ Merchants who trade to: /re-- 


land, and all the Nobility and Gentry which have Eſtates: 
in /reland know whether theſe be true or not. 

| In Scotland I am aſſured by a Merchanttrading there, 
that the Sco7s took our Guineas at one and twenty.and. 
{ix pence and two and twenty,and now in Scotland a Gui- 
nea goes but for 2.45. In their Trades to Eng/and,they now . 
do not make returns by Bills, bur by Guineas at 3o s.. 
each, and thereby get 8 5s. in the pound by Exchange, 
and now in Scotland a Guinea goes but for 24 s. ſo that 
a Scot can buy ſo. much of our Ex»g/i/þ Commodities for 
245. as an. Engliſh man ſhall pay 30s. for. | 
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CHAP: IV. 
When the Calamity Came upon us, and how, and by 


*whom it hath been carried on. 


rope Sn - ————_- 


" Take. it, this Trade of Clipping began upon King, 
Charles the II. ſhutting up the co - Pg 
and I am confirmed ip it, becauſe a worthy Friend of 
mine Mr. N. C. aſſures me, that above twenty years 
ſince, he had a Bill upon one of our Goldſmiths for 4o/. 
the Gold-ſmith would have paid the Bill out of a Bag: 
which he refuſed, the Gold-ſmith then -paid it in_un» 
_ elipr Money; but-the Trade of Gold-ſmiths, Bankers, 
Scriveners for enhauncing -the value of Guineas above 
the Standard, and taking them in at one price and pay= 
ing them our at another, hath been of ſomewhat a lon- 
ger COntinuUance. "S ; 
This Clipping Trade, and vending clipt filver Mo- 
neys, at the ſtandard of unclipt Moneys, has been car- 
ried - by Clippers, ( who. though they only have un- 
dergole the ſevere puniſhment of the Law, yet were. 
got more Criminal then others who haye eſcaped pun- 
| UYnment. 
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ihment) the Procurers who got unclipt Silver Coin'to 


be clipt, and Gold-ſmiths, Bankars, Scriveners, Refi- 
ners and Jews, who bought the Clipping, and took the 
clipr Moneys, and made payments by them, equal with 
the Moneys which were unclipt. 

The Reaſons. why this Calamity hath been carried on 
fo long, negle&ed and unregarded I rake to be, firſt frem: 
King Charles his Engaging with the French intereſt to. 
the endangering the ſafety of theſe Kingdoms, and the 
other Weſtern parts of Chriſtendom, this put the Na- 
tion into ſuch a ferment, that all their care was how to 
prevent this dangerous deſign, and in the mean time- 
theſe Conſpirators of Clipping our Silver Coins, and. 
vending them at the price of the Standard, and the en-- 
hauncing the price of Gold, was more ſecurely and uns 
regardedly carried on. | 

After in 1678. the Popi/h Plot broke out, and then 
the Nation was all in an Hurliburly, and diſtracted. in- 
to Whigg and Zory, the Tories by counter-plotting the. 
rn deligns, and throwing them upon the Whiggs ; 
and the Whiggs for profecuting the Popiſh deſign, and. 
this contiques all King Charles his Pega afteritio. his 
Death, which .gaye opportunity. to the Clippers, 
curers, Golde{miths, Bankers, Scrivencrs;: LA 
and Jews tg carry on their deſigns unregarded' and »ne+ 
glefted, | toi ans 

King James his aflerting 2 Diſpen/ing Power over the 
Laws and Conſtitutions of the Nation, and:hzs-barefac'd. 
deſign of introducing Popery to the Subver ſion of 'the: 
Eſtabliſhed Religion and Church of Eng/and, put the 
Nation: into a new Conſternation, and this.continuing. 
all this King's Reign, no Man regarded the Conſpiracy 
which the Clippers, Procurers,. Gold-ſmiths, &c.' were 
Carrying On. | | (051 10 aint 

Since bis Majeſty's aſſuming the Crown: off Eng/and,the: 
Nation has bcen wholly taken up in ſetling the Peace of 
the Kingdom, and. how to reſtrain: the: French) King's: 
Power and Ambition, ſo that thoſe Confpirators. of - de=- 
baſing and undervaluing 2a Silver, and ayer valuing; 
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our Gold, have. ſo craftily -carried on their Defigns, 
that I pray God they be not incurable ; yet its ſtrange 
to me that no Miniſter 'of State, or Juſtice of Peace, 
ſhould examine one" of the Clippers, . after their Con- 
demnation, with promiſe of Pardon, who firſt ſet them 
on Work and ſecured them broad Money to clip, and 
who received their Clippings, as ſuch, or the Bullion 
melted down, and alſo the clipt Money; for I take the 
Gold-ſmiths, Bankers, Scriveners, Refiners and Jews, 
to be the prime Agents herein, and the Clippers and- ' 
Procurers to be their Inſtruments. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Penalties which theſe Men have wmcurred by 
| Laws which yet ſtand in Force. 


- | *He Clippers have undergone their Fate, and the 

NY Procurers of Moneys to be* Clipt, hard. to'be 
found, but:ſo are not the Gold-ſmiths, Bankers, 'Scri- 
veners,'. Refiners and Jews, who bare-fac'd; -carred on 
their deſigns of paſſing Clipt and Adulterate Silver for 
the. Lawfull Money of England, and enhauncing the va- 
-tue-of:the:Standard of Gold higher then ever.* 

[Bur it,” as Sir Robert Cotton obſeryes, that Edw. 6th. 
Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, by Proclamations 
for: a Rumour only of Alteration of the Coyns, punifh-- 
e& the Authors.of ſuch reports with impriſonment. and: 
Pillory.;. it cannot be doubred but the projeftinga change; 
muſt be of far more conſequence and danger to a ſtate, 
and it. would be wiſhed, that the Actors and Authors-of 
ſuch- diſturbances in the Common-wealth, art all times. 
hereafter might undergo a Puniſhment proportionable;/- 
and 1 ſay if the proj=Cting ſuch a deſign ought to be ſo. 
feverely: puniſhed; what then do theſe men deſerye. who! 

30 | have * 
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have Pacticed and: made a Trade herein for: above theſe _ 


20 Years. | | 

They have not only Invaded, but Controuled the 

Royal Authority, in ſetting ancther value upon our 
Coines, then what 4s warranted by the.King's Standard ; 
and whether this be not High Treaſon at Common-Law;, 
if it be not expreſsly made 1o by the Act of the 25 Eg. 3, 
is ſubmitted. to the Judgment of Parliament. And if 
what the Mirror of Juſtice ſays be Law, that the King 
cannot impair or amend his Money without the. Afſent 
of all his Cqunts, which was the great Council of the 
Kingdom ; theſe Men have aſlumed a prerogative above 
the Legiſlative Power of the Kingdom which is High 
Treaſon in the Higheſt degree. 

The A 19 Hexry 7. c. 5. allows all the Currant Coins 
of England, the leſs in Weight by wearing or Crackt, 
to paſs in. Payments under ſeveral . Penalties, but forbids 
all clipt Moneys, or otherways diminiſhed, ( except by 
wearing ) togo, or be in any wiſe Currant for Payment. 
within this Realm,. but utterly. to be. refuſed. and for- 
faken, but aftixeth no Penalty.. | , 

The Ad of the 5 and 6 Ew. 6. in the preamble re-- 


cites the Act of the 25 Ea. 3, c. 13.wherem it was Ac+- . 


corded, that it ſhould be Lawful for every.Man:ta change 
Gold for Silver, or Silver for Gold, or :for- Gold and. 
Silver ; fo that no Man did hold the ſame as Exchanged, 
nor-take no Profit for making of ſuch Exchange, upga: 
pain of forfeiture of the Money ſo exchanged, ( except 
to the Kings Exchangers, which take profit of ſuch ex-- 
change ) which ſtatute notwithſtanding, divers coverous. 
Perſons of their own Authorities haye of late taken up- 
on them to-.make- Exchanges of coined Gold, as: 
well as coined Silver, receiving and paying therefore 
more in value than haye been declared by the. King's 
Proclamation.- | | 

| Its therefore Enacted, that if any Perſon or Perſons. 
ſhall after the firſt day of 4pri/ next Comming, exchange. 
any coined Gold or- coined Silver,. or Money, giving; 
receiving or paying any more in. value, - benefit,\ Bow 


2 


Kt, or Advantage for it, than'the ſame is declared by © 
his Majeſty's Proclamation to be Currant for within - 
this his Highneſs's Realm and other Dominions, Thar 
the ſaid Gold, Silver or Money ſo exchanged, and every 
part or parcel thereof ſhall be forfeit, and the Parties ſo 
Offending ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment for the ſpace of one 
whole year, and make fine at the King's pleaſure, the 
one Moiety of the ſaid Gold and Silver ſo forfeited to 
the King, the other to the party which ſhall ſeize the 
Came, or will ſue for it by Bill, Plaint, Original, Action 
of debr, Information, or otherwiſe, in any of the King's 
Courts of Record, in which ſuit no Eſſoin, Protection, 
or Wager of Law ſhall lie, be allowed or admitted. 
Notre, | | 
Tho' the Ac of the 19 Hevwry 7. c. 5. Allows all 
the Currant Moneys of Eng/and, tho leſs in weight by 
wearing or cract to paſs in Payments, yet it forbids all 
Clipt-moneys, or otherwiſe diminiſhed, ( except by 
Wearing ) to go in any wiſe currant in Payment ; ſo as 
-clipt Money is no currant Money in Erg/and, and there- 
fore the Penalty of the At of EF4. 6. extends to all 
Moneys not currant in this Realm, as well as putting a- 
way Gold or Silver Coins at an higher value. than the 
King's ſtandard. TED 


— _— *. 


CHAP. VI. 


How the Couns of England may be Regulated. 


$ 
HE I fay firſt Negatively, that tho' the value of" 
our Silver Coins be leſned by Clipping, yet the' 
Trealure in it, is not; but the Clipping and Filings 
make up fo much treaſure as the Coins are thereby leſned 
Ie value: And herein its Obſervable, that tho? the Coins 
of EMlard may be divided into. three: parts; wiz. the: 
- _ Gold: 
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Gold, the unclipt Silver, and the 'clipr Silver; yet'for 
the 3 or 4 years laſt, paſt all'the Domeſtick Trades 1h #»g> 
had, and the King's Cuſtoms, and the* Aids granted 
him by Parliament have been carried. on- by clipt Mo- 
neys, though our- Foreign Commodities ( if* they 'de- 
ſerve the name, which we vainly and ſtmptuoufly *coh- 
ſume, as Wines, Pruins, Raiſons, Currans, Oranges, 
Lemmons, &c. be double the price they were ) add 
hereto the ZEa/-India Muſlins, ſtained Stuffs, Co- 
flee; Tea, &c. are raifed to treble the prizes they were, 
and moreover the yaſt-Expences in EreQing the Banks 
now ſo manifoldly encreaſed, and the incredible ſumm 
of Money hoarded in them, and all rheſe Generally by 
clipt Money. | | bm 

But when this cheat of the Bankers, 'Gold-ſmiths, 
Scriveners, Retiners and: Jews became 1o- intollerable as 
the Nation could ''not ſupport it,” then by another 1Po- 
ſition by. them; as miſcheivous-as the'elipt Money; they. 
raiſed the Gold ten ſhillings in the pound Sterling, and 
for theſe laſt ſix Months, all great payments muſt be 
in Gold, as they have enhanced the yalue of it, and the 
udclipt Silyer 'in the mean'time hoarded aid 'comes''not 
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Otyethron. 
;' A great part of the Clippings are' melredidown, and 


the: Bullion Tranſported, © 


Admit it, yer there. is: nor leſs treaſure in Eng/and 
then if it had not been Tranſported, for no man can be- 
lieve/it was Tranſportedito be given away butifor-pro- 
fir, and- therefore- if : it bad not been, other Bullion or 
Money would have bcen Tranſported in-lieu-ofi iti. - 4 

I fay, 'tis impoſlible to prevent the Calamities we are 


' , reduced to, but by coining the clipr Money according 


rs the purity and weight of the Standard, whereby the 
; D Hon< 


Honour and Renown which the Exgiifh Nation have had 
in all Kingdoms.and States: in/the: 1/eftern World may be 
coutinued ; for rhough the Exchange of Moneys in Fo- 
rcign Parts. vary, yet all Merchants and others in Ba/- 
lancing 2nd Adjuſting their Accounts, take their meaſures. 


by che Euglifb pound Sterling. 
+. %. Oheffi. 
If the new-coined Moneys be according to the Stand-- 


ard, , they, ,wall. be ſubje&.to be melted down.. 


Anſwer. : 


This. is a fooliſh ObjcCion,. for Merchants and others. 
who melt down Coins purſue: their profit, whereas the 
melting-down our Coins. would. be to their loſs by. two: 
pence. inthe, Quace, . which. is allowed for the. Allay. 


NG 2.. Objettron. 

| By Coming the dlipt Money. according to rhe” Stands: 

ard, it will make it now ſubject.ro be Tranſporrted.. 
Aaſwer.. 

- Not::ſix pence in One Hundred: pounds, for though: 

you call. here a. pound ſterling to be twenty. five ſhill-- 


ing more or lefs, yet the-World will not be guP'd by it;. 
and. not value it as we call it, but by the. Intrinſick yalue. 


* Objettron.. 


- The price- of Gold is: raiſed in Foreign Parts; tliere-- * 
fore [if we. raiſe nor our Gold-to a proportionable price, 
weſhall keep none. hers. 2 0002 Hh 
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_ Huſwer. 
It is ſo but not generally, but by a confpiracy of our 
Gold-ſmiths, Bankers, &c. to contract a Debt upon 
themſelves and Nation of 25 /. per cent. the better to co- 
lour their Cheats upon'the Nation to impoſe fifty ns 
cent. upon our Guineas and other Gold, and thar the clipt 
Money may paſs as currant Money of the Nation. 

Bur admit the ſtandard of Gold were generally raiſed 
beyond Sea, . yet I fay this will not be a reaſon for our 
Franſporting-our Gold, or if it were, yet it would not 
orcs the Nation. For if we, do tranſport our 
Gold, it will be for Commodities or' fome other pub- 
lick Expence, or to return Silver for it. If-it be for 
Commodities, &c. the Merchant will not yalue our 
Gold as they. call theirs, but according to the intrin- 
ſtck value of our Gold compared with theirs, and there- 
fore if our pound ſterling be equal in value to that which 
they call one pound five ſhillings, 'our Merchant ſhall 
buy as much Commodities for his one pound, as they 
ſhall buy for what they call one pound five ſhillings ; or 
if it be for Exchange, no man 'can think Foreigners ſuch 
fools as to pay five and'twenty ſhillings for what is worth 
but twenty, becauſe another calls twenty ſhillings five 
and twenty; or if it were ſo, the Merchant and” Nation 
would gain =. Thus far we have gone'to affert the 
preſent ſtandard of our Coins, and therein the Honour 
of the En2/i/Þ Nation ;* now we proceed to. ſhew how. 
_ the clipr and baſe Money may b= fuppreſt, and the Na- 
tion ſupplyed with Moneys according as our ſtandard 
makes them Current. | 


Tf}. That thar the King iſſues out a Proclamation pur- 
ſtant to the ACt of the 19 #7. 7. That all the Silyer Mo- 
' neys diminiſhed by wearing, though cra@ and nor clipr, 
ſhall paſs in Payments in this Reatm,” nnder 'the Penal- 
ties preſcribed hy this Law upon the Refuſer. 


D. 2 2!y, 


y £<* as 


2/5. That an Allowance ſomewhat above the Legal 


Intereſt, be by A& of Parliament ſecured to ſuch as. 


ſhall bring their unclipt money into the Exchequer. 

3/y, That all ſuch clipt Moneys. as are already in the 
Exchequer, or ſhall be paid in by Taxes, Cuſtoms, Ex- 
ciſe or Loanes be forthwith Recoined. 


4/y. That all Merchants, Gold-ſmiths, Scriveners, 


Vintners, . Taverns, Cooks, Alc-houſes or Shop-keep- 


ers, *all Artificers, Handy craft. men, and all other pro-: 


felled Tradeſmen, and alſo all Clergy Men not digni- 


fied in the Church,: and Plate .in Colledges in the Uni-- 
verſity, by a certain day in London, and other ſet days. 


in ſeveral parts of Eg/ard bring in all their plain Plate, 
except Spoons, Bodkins, the Silver hafts. of Knives and 
Forks at.;3:per Ounce above the {ilver at 5 s. per Ounce, 
otherwiſe ſuch Plate. to be forfeit to the King, - except + 
to any informer, wherein no Plea, &c. to be allowed. 

5ly.. That the King be pleaſed in caſe he brings nor in 
his plain, Plate to: be coined, as alſo that the Nobility 
whether Spiritual. or Temporal, the Gentry and digni- 
fyed Clergy, if they bring not their plain Plate tobe 
coined, that they bring into. the Exchequer, or. to ſuch. 
places or perſans as the Parliament ſhall appoint a. par- 
ticular of the Weight of ſuch plain Plate as they have, 


and.ro pay 6,pence the Ounce for ſuch plain. Plate as they. 


ſhall rerugn, upon penalty of the forfexture.of ſuch Plate 


to the King as.ihall b2 concealed, except £ to any infor-. 


» 


mer, &c. 


67h, That for all ſuch clipt Moneys as any man. ſhall 


bring into the Exchequer to. be.coined, except by Scri- 
veners, Gold-{michs, Bankers,. Refiners and Jews, they 


ſhall receive the intrinſick value of ſuch Money, and ſo. 


much as ſhall be diminiſhed by clipping, for every ten 
pounds to. receive-4Qs. a year for 7. years,.. to be: fecured 
by Act of Parliament ; other Mep may propound-other: 
means, but rhus far I thought. fit to propoſe, and ſo I pro- 


ceed to ſhew how the Treaſure; of Eng/and may be ene. 


creaſed. 


mth... : 


- »/y, ThatHow the Treafiire of Fig/iid may be Encreal- | 


ed and the impediment of Encreaſing it. | 

I deplore the unhappy fate of the Youth of the No- 
billity, Gentry, and cthers, that in'their Education they 
are not Inſtructed in Mathematical Learning,  where- 
by they might by a certain method in Reaſoning from 
fore-known' principles or ' premiſſes, demonſtrate 'the- 
Queſtion of every rational Propofition ; and for want of ' 
ſuch knowledg, Men Wander in uncertainty and con- 
fuſicn, without coming to any determinate Concluſion ; 
for he who begins to reaſon from no certain fore-knowrn 
Principles, knows not how to proceed, nor where ro 
end: AndIfſay, we have no Treaſure in Eng/and, but 
but what we acquire by our beneficial Trades, and how: 
to encreaſe our forcigas beneficial Trade, I will ſhew, 
tho' at preſent, bur in Epitom2, yet if God pleaſe to 
grant me Life, Health and Means, at Large by unde-' 
niable Authorities and Reaſons from what cauſes the 
Nation is ſo Endangered againſt Foreign Powers, and 
how the French, Dane, Swede and Dutch are become [o- 
Rich and Powerful, and how this Kingdom may ar-- 
rive at its former Honour and Power. | | 

Ar preſent, I ſay, Commodities and Manufactures. 
are principles to Trade, fo that where 'theze are no- 
Commodities, and Manifatures, there'can be no trade; 
and that Eng/and abounds with more and better Principles 
for Imployment of People in Manufactures, than any 
other Country tho' of farr greated Extent ; and that: 
Husbandmen- and Artificexs ro make Principles fit for. 
Trade and Haman uſe, are the principal. Soul and Life - 
of every Kingdom and Common wealth. © 

And as Commodities and Manufattures are prin-- 


ciples to Trade; ſo Trade is a principle to Navigation 


in the Foreign vent of '-our Commodities and 'Manu- 
factures, and- herein Nature has endned this Kingdom» 
with Nobler and better ports for Navigation and foreign 
Trade, then any'other Country of like Extent in- the! 
known World,. except. Ireland. ; 


"Trade ; and Trade a principle to Navigation, ſo is 
Navigation a principle to the Manning of the King's 
Navy Royal for the Defence of the Nation; and 
by conſequence if we looſe the Foreign Vent of our 
Commodities . the King will be delticute of Men 
to mann his Navy . for the defence of the, Nation 
apainſt Foreign Powers ; and I fay, if our Manufactures 
be taxed or reſtrained, or the Foreign Trade or Nayi- 
gation be reſtrained or dearer then in other Countries, 
with ſo much more Difficulty ſhall we carry on the 
Foreign Vent of our Commodities and Manufactures. 

I fay the Act of Navigation, is ſo far from beginning 
at principles from which our Foreign trades and Fiſher- 
ies may be Encreaſed, and by Conlequence the treaſure 
of the Nation; that it begins at the wrong end; for Na- 
vigation is but an Inſtrument or mean in trade; a Prin- 
ciple to it, ſo that as Trade ſhall be Encreaſed, ſo may. 
Navigation be Infinitely encreaſed : bur the Act reftrain- 
ing our Foreign Trades and their returns and our Fiſh- 
eries only to Eng1i/þ built ſhips, it will be impoſſible ta 
Encreaſe our Foreign trades and Fiſheries beyond this 
Navigation: And that we may better take a view of the 
Conſequences which . this Act hath brought upon the 
Foreign Trades of rhe Nation, the Fiſheries, and the 
ſafty and welfare of the Nation, its fit to ſhew the parts 
of a ſhip fit for Navigation and what we have of our Own 
in doing it, and what we acquire from foreign parts. A 


ſhip fit for Navigation Confitts of the Hull or Hulk, and 


her fitting up, the Hull is made of timber, the fitting up 


of Maſts, Sails, Cordage, Cables, Anchors,Pitch and Tar; 


we have only Timber to build the Hull of the ſhip; and / 
whether our Anchors are made of Exg/i/þ or Swediſh Tron, * 
or mixt I cannot tell, but every ſhip-carpenter can, the.” 


reſt for fitting up a Ship we buy from Foreign Parts. 


And in our Eng/i/h Timber it is to be conſidered, that ' 


And, I fay, that as Commoditics are principles to 


Fo. ". V7. 29 Wh 


f 
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eur. Exg/i/þ Timber as I ſhall ſhew by undeniable Proofs? | 


is double if nor treble as. long in Growing to its Per 
; fetion, 
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feion as foreign ; and double 'as dear as Foreignets: 
build cheir ſhips ; its. tougher and harder to be ſawn in- 
to Planks then foreign ; and the R:bbs beams, | wrongs 
and knees hewn with more Labour and difficulty ; 
and when the ſhip is put to Sca, it draws more, Water 
then a foreign ſhip of like Demenſions, and fo more fub- 
je to. run aground, and-cannot enter Harbours,which 


foreign ſhips can : And by its drawing taore water requires. 


more and Greater Anchors, Cables, Cordage and. Sayls 

and more hands to Manage them and Work the ſhip then 

Foreign ſhips do: ſo that an., Zng/;/þ built ſhip af like 
Demenfion Coſts double as much as a; foreign, and is 

{ailed with. double the. Charge.  _ ES, ed 

Add hereto: that the Charge of fitting. up, ſhips, as. 

builders tell me, 'is equal ro the Charge of 'the Hull, 

and thatthe Hull of the ſhip will laſt threefold longer chan 

che fitting. her up, ſo thatthe Charges of fitting up Ships: = 
is threefold dearerthen the Hull, and this we'acquire by | 
a foreign expence, which is double, co what, it \was- 

1 - wacs x Rump..Parliament contrived the Ad of Navi- 

gation: ſo that if one per Cent. dearer between two, Na- 

tions. will enable chat Nation which Trades cheaper te- 

gain got only the Navigation, but the imployment of the ? 
People of, the other Nartion, then: the double charge of L 
one Nation. in point of Navigation'imych more cndblesa»- 

50g Nation at not ay. the charge of Navigation, to 

get the Navigation and imployment of the People upan: 

which the PRE Dot not 22:4 


| . CONSERUENCES:..» ns a7 507 f 
_ From hence it is, 4/2. the. dearneſs of our Navigation: | 
principally rhar we , have, upon the matter, Loft-our: 
Wo Trades to Muſcovy, and all the Kingdoms and, Coun>: 
Wo tries within the Sound, with our. Wodllen and other Ma-- 
| nufactures, and upon ahat account. the Dutch drive) rent. 
£14 more Trade. they, we:do3 ang. .cven. in dugiTirades? 
to 7urkey, 1taly,, Spain, Portugal, \the: Eaſtrlndjes nod: 
Africk, the Dutch can underlelk.os. herein; fo that If the- 
cauſes remain the-efſeRs will fptlow;; and; the: Jaume Fate:. - 


{ucceed; 
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Aacceed in thefe Trades, as in thoſe to Muſroty, and'the 
- Kingdoms and Countrics within the ſound. wy 
And as'in the Foreign vent of our Woollen' and other 
* Manufactures, ſo in their returns, we are neceſſitated to 
-a domeſtick' Conſumption, except in the Export of fome 
\Callicoes and Pepper ; and impoſe a dearneſs of above 
20 per Cent. upon our Poor Silken ManufaQturers'more 
then the Dutch do. 

And as in the Foreign Trades of our Manufactures 
and their return the Act reſtrains our Navigation to theſe 
dear built Ships, ſo ir does our Fiſheries, and the Foreign 
vent of the Fiſh and rheir Returns ; and the fiſh colt- 
ing nothing bur the Charge of Catching and curing them, 
:and'our veſſels to fih being double as dear as the Durch 
and ſailed with double rhe Charge it becomes impractic- 
able and impoſſible to the Engliſh ro Catch them fo Cheap 
as the Dutch ; from whence it follows we have nct only 
loſt the Fiſheries upon the Coaft of England, and Sco:- 
land, but thoſe to Greenland, T[jcland and Weſtmony ; and 
the Frexch have now forty fold more the trade of the 
Fiſhery to Newfoundland, and the Engliſh nct one 
tenth they had before the Rump contrived rhe AE of 
Navigation, and ours Neceſſitated to a home Confump- 
tion ; and I ſay it will be impoſlible to prevent the further 
Growth "of theſe Calamities, but by ' permitting the 

Reliſh to hire and buy foreign {hips for Carrying on 
our. foreign Trades and Fiſheries, for foreign ſhips of 
like Dimention, ready fitted, :may be cheaper bought. 
and are more convenient in foreign Trades, then the fit- 
ting up and continuance of Erg7:/þ ſhips as a foreign ex- 


for \the' reaſons abovelaid, and-ro make. all our_ 
ports Free to the E-g/b in any ſhips, and for Foreigners 
to''Import” all ſorts: -of Timber, ' P:tch, Tar, ' Rough: 
Eemp and Flax, and pv" Encouragement" to'all forrs of 
Ship Carpenters whereby we may be enabled to build and? 


fit-up ſhips for our Foreign Trades and Fiſheries as Cheap* 
and Convenient as other Nations,and hereby Enable our* 
Poor to make Cordage, Cables, Sails and Nets, .as cheap 
here asabroad, and the King to-ſupply his ſtores for his * 
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_— - 1. ObjeFtion. 


If our Ports ſhould be free to im rgall ſorts of Tim- 
ber, Pitch, Tar, Rough Hemp ant the —_ would 
be a x Loofer in his Cuſtoms, 


Aefiver 5 


ve e would be manifoldly more a Gainer b = 
Ae Neck $ of his Naval $fares- Be ifting upand 

Royal;" and' by imployinent!' of -M old 

: F afinds” be is Sab jets horekt” and alſo manifold 
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- Carpenters, may be more: Imployed-tlian now are, 
lit TS of ſtores always at groom ae 


: an ance u 


| "Whar half the Nat ation Wow it be Sb to Hire and 

-. Buy ' Foreign ſhips for Fer ng on "our Foreign” Trades, . 

nd recovery of, our: mga &s, do with dare ar pon now 
ave. 


| we A $0 Jof ties | 
WE \"lmploy them in the Newcaſtle and+ ome [Trades ro 
as : Ireland. and, our Plantations, which wi fer tliefwall'on 
EN: ow. the Prizes” tc CG in the firſt Difeb*War, 
by ng. Charles, the 24."are'all Ly out'or? hear'Worn 
| LOL. "beſides no, . Merchant ſhall 'be forced''to hire or 
100, Ll 4 bur. aye. uſe” RT duile” bro i” he 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of the preſent State of the Nation in reference to Fo- 


reign Powers. 


TArdon me, that,] bring in this Chapter tho'.remote 
K-. from the deſign.of this Treatiſe, yet 1 hope the 
neceftity of making this 'in ſome Meaſure, at preſent 
known, - tho' hereafter I ſhall treat more - particularly 
hereof, will excuſe me. - And if the State of the Nation 
be not truely Repreſented; and the ,cauſes Aſſigned, it 
will be impoſlible to apply proper Remedies. And 1 ſay 
that the Act of Navigation reſtraining the Foreign Trades 
of the Nation and our Fiſheries and their return, to Eng- 
_ {| builr ſhips, that in a ſhort time, -if it be not remedied 
-the Foreign Trades of the Nation will be incompetible 
With Foreign Nations, and the King ſcarce [faye timber. ro 
repair and build Men of War for the defence'of the Na- 
tion ; and herein I ſhall not lay my foundation upon 
my ſingle opinion, but upon undeniable Authorities, 
and thoſe who are zealous Afſertors of the Act of Navi. 
gation; tho' they give not one good reaſon for it, -ag. 
Temvakier hall appear. I le A, 
+: King. Fames granted a Commiſſion dated the. r7 of 
April, 1686., to the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
» 2nd to, the moſt knowing Experienced Shipwrights in the 
Kings Yards, and in the ;River of Thames, to enquire 
into the preſent condition of this Ripon in referenice to 
plank for ſhip building, and the firſt Enquiry'was how. 
far it might be depended upon, that Eng/avd may at this 
day ſupply its ſelf with a Sufficiency of that Commodity, 
for the anſwering the Occaſions both of the Merchants 
and, his Majeſty's ſervice ( in the State the Navy Royal 


Ky thereof 


his' Memoirs touching the Royal Navy, - P."68: 69. 
RESOLUTION. 

That it is no ways'to be relied on; foraſmuch as from 
the Want of Plank of our own Growth, and Conſequently 
the highneſs of the Price of what we have, were our 
Own Stock more, it would ſoon render the Charge of 
building Inſupportable, by raifing the price of the 
Commodity to double what it is, and more at the plea- 
ſure of the Seller. _ 6 -- 

The 34: Enquiry” is' what Proportion foreigh Plank 
may be reckoned to bear co Eng/z/h, with Regard to its 
uſe, Coſt and durableneſs. STARR £ 


RESOLUTION. 


For ſo .much as concerns ſmaller Veſſels of 80 rad 
and dewnward, our Eng/i/h timber will laſt longer than 
any Foreign' of like Dimenſions ; but for ſhips of 3o6 
Tuns and upwards, foreign Timbers does' in their du- 
rableneſs equal or Rather exceed that of 'our Eng/ifh pro- 
duction of like. Dimenſion ; and thar it is upon dayly 
experience evident, that our -Fa/?-1xdia"and other ſhips 
of | Greateſt burthen, built with Large well” Choſen 
foreign plank, prove in their durableneſs, withour ex- 
_ception, - variety of Inſtances lying before 'them of ſhips 

built wholly with Z»2//þ Stuff ( as well in his Majeſty's 
Yards -as Merchants) which have periſhed in half the 
time, others of like Burthen, Compoſed wlwlly of Furc- 
ign, have been Obſerved to do. ,* 
_ . Note, Here the. Impertinent objeion 'of our ſhips 
laſting twice ſo long as Foreign, and that this does 
Equallize the Cheapneſs and Convenience” of Foreign 


ſhip, is falſe as well as Impertinent. | | 
_ Mr. Pepys p. 77. goes on and fays to this (viz. want 
of Engliſh timber ) is to be further added, the general 
Wanineſs, want . of. breadth at the Top end, aad ill 
4: = - 2 Method 
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Mechod of Comvethon of Zrgli Plank, dayly Pra 
ſhewing that/twenry Loads of. foreignſhall go further 
| upon a ſhips ſide or Deck,” then a"Hundred Loads of 
like length of Eg/i/h, after its Wanes'and other defects 
ſhall be cut away. | 

: Afid itis yet to be noted that in Planking a ſhip: of 
foreign Blank, the builder ſhall nor be driven to put in 
aboye_ three or four, Pcices, where in a like ſhip' done L 


's 
- 


of 
wy t 4 


with Erglijh, he ſhall be Obliged to do. one Hundred, 
to the no leſs impairement of the Strength of the Work, 
ther encreaſe of the Charge 'both' of Stuff and La= 
bour. - 13 10 212] 
.. So that upon the Whole our--unanimous opinion'"is 
that Large Plank well Choſen; of foreign Growths be=: 
fore mentioned, viz the white Crown Plank of Pruffa: 
and the black of Bohemza, is in its ſervice at leaſt as 
durable, and its Coſt leſs Chargeable; and the uſe of it 
eprough the Scarcity of the »Eng/iþ timber become 
; Subſcribed by Jonas Sh:/b, Per. Norberry, Joſe. Lawrence,: = 
Fa. Teames, Hen. Johnſon, Abra: Greaves, John Shifh, 
WL. Collins, and | Rob, Caftel. with the Concurrence of 
the Commiſſioners of the Nayy, viz; 4, Dear, F, Nat-: 
borough, F. Berry; Ph. Pets Will. Hewer,  B.' S. Michel. 
And communicated to the King and Council- the 8:4. 
of Ofeber. 1686; -and by their Order ( for the Publick ; 
importance thereof ) Carefully laid up; and -preferyed. if 
among the Papers and records of the Council Fable. -*. ..., 
- And it is admirable to me that King .Fames ſhould'be'*: 
ſo Carefull: herein to. be informed- of: the ſtate of the” 
Nation ; yct in no Parliament, the ſtare'of. the Nation" . 
herein, has been ſo much as Mentioned, leſs debated. 7 
Add- hereto that the Cominiſſioners to whom King | 
James referred the preſent Condition of thee Navy in re-: \__ 
ference to Plank for ſhip building,took: a9 notice that in. | 
che firſt Durch War in King Charles 2ds.time, the Engliſh. . 
rook its ſaid, 17000 Datch : Prizes, which: were made : 
free, and thereby encreaſed the Shipping of Eneland,and- * 
SirFo/iah Chila,(agrear Aſlertor of the Act of Nayigation): 
in 
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us .« e upon. Trade, p. 120 takes notice that © 
the. Timber. of Eg/and is almoſt double the price it was 
when” the” AQ” was made, The Conſequence whereof is, 
that if timely Provifien be not made by ſome additional Law, 
when the Old Stock" of the, Flemiſh ( he ſhbuld have ſaid 
Dutch ). prizes 7Zs.worn out, as many of them already are, 
we ſhall have very few or no ſhips in this Trade ( he means: 
the Norway ) and I fay in ahy other, after this Stock of 
E»gliſh built ſhips is worn our. | | 
And Sir Francis Brewſter another great Aſſertor of the 

A@ofNavigation(who ate rhe only two lever faw wrotg 
in defence of it )- in his' Eſſay upon Trade; p.. 86. 187. 
raking; notice of the Searcity of our Eng/i/h/Timber, and: 
the-grieyous impoſitions of the two Northern Kings upon: 
the Eng/i/þ, would have the Act for thar part of it, re-- 
lating to Timber and Naval Stores to be: difpenfed: with 
for 3-years;; (but, why for 3 Years) and. thas all Cu- 
ſtoms, Port arid Town duties to' be taken off for: thar 
time-on Timber relating to building and fitting up ſhips: 
to Sea. | | 

- And: p. 80. he fays,that upon a Calculation that' was 
exactly' made, as private.correſpondence with: Merchants: 
could-do it in the year 1687. In: Exg/and were; found not 
more then 40000 able Maſt-men, 60000 in France, and 
more then x209d0 in the Unized Netherlands, wiz. tre- 
ble in the Nezberlayds, and 4 more in France thenin Eng- 
_ land, what now will become of our Sovereignty of the 
Britiſh Seas2 How are we now falnfrom the Maftjeſty wet: 
Queen Elizabeth maintained. during her Reign, when 
ſhe would not permit the great Hero: Henry 4thiiof 
Fraxce to build a great Man of Wa,rnor the Dutch,” but 
ſhe was to have an account of it, to what-purpole they 
built it? In what a ſtate do we now ſtand; in caſe :we- 
ſhould have War with either ſingly, much more in their: 
Genjunction apainſt us asin 1665? Or whar ſecurityican/ 
'be-giverichac it. ſhall not be ſo? tn 
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CHAP. BD: _ 


Who ought to defray the Char ge which the Natun 
ſuſtams for the R egulation of our Coms, 


ties which the Gold-ſmiths, Bankers, Scriveners and 
Jews have bought upon it,even to the brink of Ruin,and 
to make the Nation ſuſtain the charge of Regulating the 
Coin, is to puniſh rhe Innocent, and let the Nocent go 
off freely, both which are equal injuſtice. k 
Shall the Nation be puniſhed for all the clipt Moneys, 
and Bullion melted down, - which theſe Men in all 
appearance have. gotten, whereby many Gold-ſmiths a 
of little value or Trade, .have acquired Wealth -to * 
Admiration, which no Man can tell by what other ways 
they have acquired it, and Refiners which formerly was 
but a-mean profeſſion, of late are become quite another 
ſort of Men; Shall the Nation pay: their extravagant' 
Debts, by buying Gold at + more then the intrinſick = 
value, and raiſe Silver Bullion above 12 4. in the Ounce, 
to colour their cheats in raiſtng the value of Gold + and ,* - 
to make clipt Silver paſs for the current Coin of Eng- / 
land, &c. prohibited by the 19. H. 7. 5. WH 
If the Parliament think nor fit to proſecute theſe. men-/ 
at Law who have brought theſe Calamities upon the Na=® 
tion by over valuing the Standard of Gold, and makitnig | 
a Trade of receiving and paying clipr Moneys as the cur« + 
rent Coins of Erg/aud; yet ſure its fit that the King iſſues | 
| aut hi; Proclamation to pardon all fuch as ſhall inform the”: 
I Actorney General, what ſumm or ſumms of Gold they* 

v havepaid or received at any time theſe 20 years paſt,'to,or |. 
from any Gold-ſnith, Scrivener, Refiner or Jew; or other 
Exchangersof mon2y,or paid intoany bank,or received out. 

of: 
1 


: ; 
4 
Co# k 
355 X 
vga 
S oe”, «I 2 
« L Wo ny LO UE 
0 TAGIDE WE 23 »: 7 
Y MIA Ro wrraare — — 


|| Say, not the Nation which. is Paſſive in the Calami- 
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d Sterling for 2 Linea, ml other Gold in ahve 
x3. or any ſumm or ſumms of clipt Moneys as 
urrent.Coin of Exg/and; otherwiſe that all ſuch as 
efuſe to inform the Attorney General herein, ſhall be 
Ib to,the Penny. p eſcribed by the Act of the 5, and 
_ Ph of £9: As, as. the Gold-{miths, Scriyeners, 
©" Ban TY efincrs Su Find other Money Changers. 
z.; That no Officer in the Exchequer receive from any 
Gold-mith, Banker,Scrivener,Refiner,or Jew,&c. for any 
Loan, or. otherwiſe any Gold above the Standard, nor 

Gilver for more then the intrinſick value. ' 

3-\ Fhat-all men who bring in any Moneys into the 
ek to be new Coined, except: ſuch as ſhall be 
paid in for Taxes, or the King's Cuſtoms, - ſhall receive 
no. more then the intrinſick value of fuch Moneys, un- 
_ Jeſsthey depoſe upon Oath they did not-receive dire- 
; ly nor indirectly ſuch-Moneys, and no patt thereof 
- from any Banker, Gold-ſmith, Scrivener, Jew or Refi- 
ner, &c. but if they have, then-to enter into a Recogni- 
ſance to-proſecute the Payers. upon the A of the 5 and 
6 Edw, 6. Thus far I haye gone, others may preceed 

| further, how theſe men-may be prpcceded OO up- 
..on this At, © 


CHAP. Ss 1 


"Hl the Faſt-India Trade may be Priernc Bn 
creaſed and better $ ecured. - 


Ecein its fit to look back wy ſee how this Tide 
"i ſtood before Cromwe!! erected this Company, 
; and how. this Company hath managed this Trade fince. 

Before the Year 1622, the Portuguez had poſſeſſed the 
Mid and City of; Ormus which lies in the bortom of buf 
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Sopby Pe Engk | PET 
W "oe 0! Ora but fall the Portug 
Wo!” SHOLTAR 
- "In the You! 1622. the Sophy Kavi page 
-»s;and there being 7 ſtout Eng lifh © Merc | 
- upon the Coilſt of Per/a, he 5 /.entr __ 
'rract with the Caprains of thoſe ſhips, 07h ap caſe = *. 
_-would block” up Ormns,” ſo'that the Portuguez Tho FTE Nm | 
© relieve it by, Sea, and thar the SepHyMhould* rake Orm 
that che En#/3/h ſhould have hal Durics which che Fo 
- phy received of all Traders in 'the Perſian © [Pp = here | ſo 
upon the' Zrg/i/b blockt vp'Ormus by Sea,” arc phi the 
© Portuguez Who came to relieve it,. afid thereby the*Sop, 
| became maſter of .it, and'the "Exg/iſh had t e half 
. ties of alf Nations which: in the Gulph of Php. 
"fa, which Mr. White ſays in the” Year 167+ amounts - '* 
to Forty Thouſand pounds,” per An. =>. 
** Before Cromwell erected the New Eaf-India Co! mpa= 4.2. 
; ny, Tappeal to Alf the 'Merchants now van oor on, (>: 
Wi ue thoſe of the "Eaff-India or log 
ictherwhen the Trade was free; rhe Emlrff 
be: not vend double more of our Manufactures: Ag. 
much higher prizes then ſince; and whether the retuL ns of *# 
-.Callicoes,  Muſling, Neckcloths, ftain'd_and ſtriped Stuffs 
and Sk, and other things except Pepper, were not ſold# 
for + of what the Company» now fell them; Coffee, : 
deed was then'little uſedin Emg/and. "2 
-- —Bur after Cromwe!/t had: —_ rhis Faſt-India My 
-2pany; they have-cyer-: ſince. received. the: half dutieslof, 
all Nations trading into the Gulph'of-Perfia, they hay : 
not taken off half the Eng/ij/b Commoditics which wer 
.;Yended.in 7ndia when the Trade'was-{ree, and.theſe at* 
Tearce half the prizes ;. and "16. have the: Africa 
$205 Hice King; Charles the 2d. made them ſo. Ant ie. 
eturns from [rdia; the Company except for Por bt 
(-petre, exact fivefold the prifes, th the! N bed] | 
Yo the” African” _ threefold; £5 
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=. 7 Bur, Attifcers in Tory have been forced to workin 77175 
"0 "to: bring "their Manufactures, into Eng- 

_. ... Tand to yendthem here, and as the*Eq/-71dia Company 
2 arca-Monopoly; ſo are they a:'Monopoly in a Monopo- 
by, n-flliog heir Commodities by Private Contra ro 
T  oticanothet; anftheſchaving ctgrofſed them, ſell them 
. . .#doubl 'and treblethe' prizes they bought chem: In 7»- 
E - wathey cred Coltitts'of Admiralty, and coufiſcare their 
þ-” fellow &s ſhips, Goods, 'Guns and Amunition, who 
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are not"of their Company, and 'impriſon their perſons 


during pleaſure, to fay no Worſe; and aſlume the Royal 


8 | Authority, in making War and peace : How juſtly Mr. 
"FJ White has pi OT the World. 
| i | "Having thus far taken, though 'in ſhort, a view of 
{3 _ the Trade' to the Zaft-Indies, both before and after 
Cromwell had erected this Company, Ile now proceed 
ro-thew how the: Trade may be preſerved, encreaſed and 
berter ſecured ;- and*herein ff, That rhe King enter in- 
ter into a” Treaty 'of Commerce with the Sophy of Perfra, 
the Mogul of 7:2ia, the Emperor of China, the King of 
Bantham, ( ſo far as the Dutch will give him leave) and 
other 7dian Princes ; but before I give more Reafons 
for this, irs fit to ſhew how Phi//ip and Mary, eftablith- 
ed a Treary of Commerce with the Czar of Muſcovy, and 
teen Elrzabeth with the Grand Seignior, and King 
Fames the' firſt with the Moga!. - 
_ King Ew. 6. in the laſt year of his Reign, viz. 1553. 
granted credential Letters to Sir Z/ueh Willoughby, Rick- 
* ard Chancellour, and Cornelius Durwich, to treat a 
\- League'of Commerce between him and the Czar of Mu;/- 
- covy, John Vafiliwich, Six Hugh Willoughby and Corne!;- 
#5 Durwich periſhed in the Voyage, but Richard Chax- 
' cellor performed it, and a league of commerce between 
the'Erg!ifh and” Muſcovite was ſigned by rhe Czar. 
_- -Mr. Chancellor in his Return brought Oſep Napea 'Em- 
' baflador from the Czar to confirm the league of Mutual 
commerce, but before he arrived, King Zaward was dead, 
and Queen Mary ſigned the mutual league, and after Kirg 
- Fhillip 8nd Queen Mary Incorporated the firſt — 
F an 
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and adventurers'into a Com any. 2odron Ghai Cas 
bota- was, preſident offir,  ITÞF oh parent forl Tas 
cher Eng/1/þ but thoſe. of the Campany to trade to Muſ-- 
couy, ſo far as in them lay... See ag Patent ar large ſer: 
forth by Mr. Fackluit. Et > 
Queen: Elizabeth in the year 1580 entred into a:league; 
of Commerce with the Grand Seignior :for ;a. free Trade: 
between the Engliſh and: Zurks,. and in; the year n582. 
incorporated. Sir Edward Osborn, Thomas Smith, Richard 
Staper, and William Garret of London, Metchants of. 
London,the:firſt adventurers and diſcoverers.of the Turkey, 
Trade, with a Power to name \ x2. .others. to, be their 
Partners and Adventurers to trade. to. Zurkey, excluſive: 
to all other by virtue. of. her high -Prerogative::Royal 
which ſhe would not have diſputed. See the Grant. 
So: that it ſeems to me, that neither Queen Mary, nor; 
Queen Elizabeth did think they had any Legal Righe.to- 
exclude the. reſt of. the Emp/iſb Nation, except; theſe: 
Companies to Trade to Muſcovy and Turkey ; One fo far 
as in her lay, the-other by virtue. of her-Prorogative Roy: 
al: But ro: put this Queſtion: our of doubt, if the. King: 


| has a. Pawer of Granting Monopoly's whetncr im Foxes: 


tgn . or: Domeſtick trade, then the Act; 7. Fac, 1. which- 
gives the King a. Power to Grant a patent for. 14.'years, 
for the. ſole uſe of any. new beneficial. Inyerition,, had: 
been in vain, if before the King had'a Power: of' grant- 


ing Monopolies. But admit - the King: ſhould create a: 


new £Faft-India Company, or contique this, Lets: ſee: #” 
the Conſequences.  l 


King James the firſt ut the 2. year of his Reign-mac 
2 peace with. Philip the 3 d. of Spain, and a, Mutual-” 
League of Commerce between the-Exg/iſh and. Spaniards . 
was agrced on. :: The League was no: foqner made bur; 
the King Incorporated this. Trade; but the 'miſchiefs:and/;”* 
Inconvenicncies of it being repreſented to the Parliamegr;. *: 
the At ( deſerving to be written in letters of Gold Yoſt + 
the 3, Fac.. c. 6.. made. it free far theſe reaſons; . +, ,® 
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*the; Nation, is to be 'upon' a Publick account, and 
therefore the -incorporating_ the Spani/h trade ro a few, 
enfecbled the publick ſupporr of rhe Nation. 
Tr would ruine Infinite Numbers of Artificers, whoſe 
| mts would be Maintained': if the trade were free, 
oleh could not be if ic were reſtrained to'a few, and 
| thoſe would have a power, of giving what prizes they 
pleaſed to the poor Artificers, otherwiſe they ſhould 
notbe imployed, _ 

3. The Incorporating this Trade, would reſtrain the 
Navi tion of 'the Nation ; to the 'Manifold -ruine of 
many Mariners, which otherwiſe might'be imployed in 
ir, and alſo Multitudes of Ship-wrighes and Ship 'Car- 
penters, which may be imployed in ir. 

* 4. The Incorporating this Company would cauſe a 
dearneſs of all forts of Commodities returned in this 
'Frade,' the Corporation hereby being 'enabled to ſer 
what prizes they pleaſed upon chem, otherwiſe none 
could be had. 

5. The Incorporating this trade; would ſo much 
more leſſen the Kings cuſtoms, as the trade ſhould here- 
by be diminiſhed this ; celebrated Law by undeniable rea- 
fons made this Trade free. - 

"The King in his Royal Capacity can fs no wrong, 
he cantiot. =. Friefs the Nation by reſtraning and thereby 
Endanger the Safty of it to a few, and exclude the reſt 
of the Nation from rhe benefit of it : He cannor ruine 
Multirudes of his Laborious and Induftrious - Subjedts 
ſeeking a vent of their Labours in foreign patts, if they 
cannor do it at home; nor hinder the Navigation and I - 
ployment of Mariners upon which the Nation is beſt 
9-498 againſt Foreign Invaſion. _ It is Diſhonourable 
ro the King to prefer a few and a Fation of his Subjects, 
above the Generality of the Nation, and the Welfare of 
it,and Grant this Faction a power to Oppreſs his Indu- 
ſtrous Subjets, in ſetting what prizes they pleafe upon 
their returns, otherwiſe none muſt be had, and theſe poor 
 Artificers undone for want of imployment, and be forced. 


2 ro 


- other Accidents, againſt the Authority of this Law, or; 
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corporating the Eaſt-India Company. - an: 
The Ad of the. 16;Car...x. c. 31. taking notice that rhe 
free Importation of Gunpowder and Saltperre, had of late 
been Prohibited againſt Law, whereby the. price. of Gar= 
Rowder had been Exceſſively raiſed, Powder Works de- 
cayed ; the Kingdom very much weakned and Indangered, 
and the Merchants thereby 'much damaged, many Mar- 
riners and othezs.taken Priſoners and brought into Miſ- 
ecable Captivity and ſlavery. taken, by. T»r&/7 and cther 
Pirats, and many, other Inconveniences have entued. and 
like to enſue, if they be not timely prevented ; There-= 
fare it-,daes. ordain that it ſhall be Lawful. ta: all and 
Singular Perſons as well ſtrangers as natural. borg Sub- 
jects to import and bring into this Realm any quantities 
of Gunporder, and that all the Subjects of this King- 
dom may import any quantities of Sa/z Pezre, Brimſton 2? 
and other, Materials requiſite to make. Gunpowder, and. 
makes.it a.premunire in any.Perſon by any Warrant; Pro-, 7 
c/amation or. Edift to reſtrain or prohibit.the Importation, 
ereof, | | 
Is it not ſtrange. that the. Rump. but ten. years after. 
without any Regard of War ar peace, or Innumerable. 


reſpect.to any of, the, Calamitics complained of therein, . 
ſhould: Reſtrain the. Importation of Gaunpewder , $4/+.. 
perre, &c, only to. Engliſh built thips, and to be.importeg. 
| only: 
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penalty 0 "»Confication of : ſhip. Good, Guns, Apparrel 


and Ammunition: and the like Penalty upon Foreigners; 
ich ſhall otherways import. chem. Now.in chis War 
"With France the Importation of Sa/7-perre, is reſtrained to. 
"zhe_'Eaft<bndig. Company, and the-ſhips. which ſhould 
Unport it are taken by the: French; the [ndians trade not: 


with:us; yet itis Confiſcation of ſhip, Goods, &c. for: 


the Eng/ifþ or Strangers to import Sa/t-peter, &c. 
For my part,.I think, ſince-the Juſtice of the Nation does 


. = not only not puniſh bur permit theſe cwo Companies who- 


. have rent themſelves from the body of the Nation, and. 
i many ways. be- Oppreſlive and:Grievous to the reſt of 
their fellow Subjects, that: the Judgment of God has; 
overtaken them, -and made them Subject to the :Infulrs 
of the Dutch and French, without. any reaſonable ex-: 
pecation of any Relief from this Nation which they 
have ſo manifoldly Oppreſt and Injured. '  , . 7 

' As Philip and Mary were the firſt that made :a mutu-- 
_ al League.of Commerce with the Czar of Muſcovy, -for-. 

a Free Trade to Huſcovy, and: Queen. Flizabeth to Turs : 

- ;.ſo.K. James the 1/2. in the 1074. of his Reign ſent Sir” 
homas Roe ito the Great Mogul, to. grant a Free Trade: 
to the Ere/i/h in his Dominion in the Eaſt Indzes, which: 

Sir Thomas; happily performed, and-the: Mogul granredrit 
to-the Eng/i/h : The: Grant you. may read ar: large as it 
1s. Tranſlated out . of the Per/tan Tongue, in- Mr. Ed=-: 
ward Terry s Voyage to the Eaſt-Indies, who: was Sir- 

Thomas Roe's. Chaplain,, p. 436, 437 and. 438, which is- 

{too long here to be; inſerted. | WI | 
” I. And if the King enters into a League: of Com-- 
merce with the 7:dian Princes, the Eng/i/h Trading with: 
them, will be reciprocally protected, as well by the- 
King-as:thoſe Princes, which. will - not. be {6+ long 'as 
they Trade thither only. of their: own Wills, or by a Cor- - 

-poration : Beſides, the. King onght: in Honoux'ro-ſend: | 

:Ambaſadors to thofe Princes, upon whom the: Eaft={a- / 

* dia Company have made ſuch unjuſt Wars,: and«rabb/d-: 


- "aheir.SubjeRs.ro carry. them: on, and — 
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1i}þ Nation from the Odium hereby brought 7; it, 'fv - 4 
theſe Princes do not underſtand that this Company. is b:- 
Faction, which have rent-themſelves from the Bodylafi |. 
the Erg/iſh Nation, and of all others are their greatelt” : 
Enemies. " vil 
2. That the Ea/?-India Company be Accountable S 9 
the King, for all the Duties which they: have received * #* 
from theſe people which Trade into the Gulph of Perfra. 

. Thar theſe Duties be veſted in the King, to de- 
fray the Charge of Foreign Embaſliies, and ro main- 
rain Convoys to the Erg/i/h in their T rades to the Eaſt 
Tndies.. 

4. If any Forts be neceſſary ( as Fort St. George; and 
Bombay are not ) that the Charges be by the King. 
5. That the Trade be free to the Engliſh, either in yo- 
luntary Companies, or not. 
'6. That Sa/t-Petre be freely Imported without paying 


7. Thar if any other Goods be Imported from the Ea/ ail... 
Tadies, and Exported again, the Duries to be With-rawn,” Wo 4 
and repaid to the Exporters. 3 


1. Objeftiom. .. 5: a8 FOTe - 


Sir Jofrah Child in his Diſcourſe of Trade, p. 102, 103.' 
ſays, Thar for Countries with which his: folly hath. .. bo b 
no Alliance, by reaſon of their Diſtance, or Barbarity, or#. 
Non-communication with the Princes of Chriftendom,&c;% }: | 
where there is a neceſlity of maintaining Forts and Fors# 7 
ces (ſuch as the Ea/t-India and Guinia) Companies are abay J}© 
ſolely nay: 1 2B 

Anſwer, 


Ir ſeems Sir Joftah i is little converſant in the Treaties 6 
Princes for Commerce and Trade, and that it is 1o _ : 
from being impoſſible that the King of Exg/and can haves 7: 
Communication with the Princes of the Za/?-7ndzes, thi tt; E: "M 
Teng wk the Firſt did, by Sir Zhomas Roe, obtain a Free? ; 


with the Mogul, in all parts of his Dominions.-.: 
Ohjeftiond af 


ho Fh whereas Sir Tofia fays, that there is x.neceſlity 
Forming Forrs and Ferces ( as in the. a ial 
Fare abſolutely neceſſary." * 


I. Anſwer. 


- This i is abſolutely falſe, of Sir Jo/rah's. awn knowledg,, 
for then Interlopers could nor Trade: to the Eaſt-Indies, 
and 1 appeal to Sir Jofah, if the Ea/t-India Trade ever 
ſo flouriſhed;,* as befofe Cromwe! Incorporated this. now: 
Cn 


2. Auſt wer, 


RAM, - x hare be any Forts: or Foxccs-to be maintained, its. 
p- fit they ſhould be by the King, and upon his. Account,. 
and' the Forrs of St. George and Bombay are of = uſe tos 
the- Company in this Trade, and are out of the way; 
in the Zaff-India Trade, w here neither. the: Company, F 
= any. other have Trade, but. only ſerve. beam W"* 
Principalliries, ro aſſume. a Sovereign, power. af ma-- 
in york Far and Peace, and” Eftabliſhing a: Then OVEr-. 
#4 cir Fellow Sabjects, in confiſcating the. Shij s Guns,-; 
+, OY Tackle and Ammunition,.of all their Fellow: Sibleds not. 
+ bf their Faction, and impriſoning others. without. BaiE 
1 Set. Man-prize. 


—» 


3. Anſwer. 


1] -. The: Co any by theit Charter, its ſaid, and-they- 
LF 'ean tell whe T. Arye" pf not, Thim a Juriſdiction: 8 

= 4 'of Trade-fronr the Cape: of-Gord Hope, all the Eaſtern: f 
' F + Coaſt of A4frict, and both the: ſides. of the: Ret=Sea,. KK. 
1+ and alſo of the-Gulph of- Perfa,. and all the-Iſlands.be— 

\ - ! anecnche Cape: of Good Hope, and. the North of Ching,. 
| form. the Weſtern. Coalt. of Aradza,. which. is: half: the- 
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as © have: Td, and God's \ wilt'be Yone.” 
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